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Information for Contiibutors

Clinical Chemicty is published by the American Association for
Clinical Chemistry, Inc. The journal welcomes any contribution of
original information, experimental or theoretical, that advances the
science of clinical chemistry. Submissions should adhere to the
“Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical
Journals” (N Engi J Med l991;324:424-28).

Manuscript Review. Manuscripts are evaluated by two anony-
mous peer reviewers. Authors are usually notified of the disposition of
a manuscript within three to four weeks of its receipt. Equal
consideration is given to manuscripts in English from any country,
whether or not the author is a member of the Association.

Author’s Assurances. Manuscripts are considered with the un-
derstanding that each author has participated in the work and assumes
responsibility for the content; that the authors have disclosed any
potential conflict of interest; that the same information has not been
and will not be published elsewhere (other than as an abstract,
preliminary report or poster cited in the manuscript); that unique
materials necessary to reproduce the results are available; and that if
the manuscript is accepted, copyright will be transferred to the
publisher. To convey these assurances, all authors must sign the
Author’s Assurances and Assignment of Copyright form (to be copied
from page 6 of the January issue or obtained from the Washington
editorial office). Signatures must be received as originals, not facsim-
iles.

Unpublished Work. Authors citing unpublished work by others
should include with their manuscript a letter from the individuals
giving permission to cite the work.

Submission of Manuscripts. Submit four copies of the manu-
script to David E. Bruns, M.D., Editor, Clinical Cbemistiy. For regular
mail: P.O. Box 3757, University Station, Charlottesville, VA 22903-
0757. For express delivery: Suite 609, 1224 West Main Street,
Charlottesville, VA 22903. Include a cover letter with the title and the
main point of the paper, and the name, address, e-mail address, and
telephone and fax numbers of the corresponding author.

Manuscript Preparation. Print on only one side of the page, and
use wide margins and triple spacing throughout. For guidance on

kibscriptions and Repdnts

manuscript preparation and style, consult The ACS StyleGuide, CBE
Style Manual, and the January issue of Clinical Chemistry. The
accepted version of the manuscript should be submitted on disk.

For halftones, submit glossy prints; for line drawings, submit
glossy prints or laser prints on coated paper. Verify that symbols and
lettering will be legible when reduced to publication size.

Editorial Offices. For new manuscripts and reviewing: Clinical
Chemistry, P.O. Box 3757, University Station, Charlottesville, VA
22903-0757. Telephone: 1-804-979-7009; fax 1-804-979-7599.

For editing, production, and books for review: ClinicalChemistry,
2101 L Street, NW, Suite 202, Washington, DC 20037-1526.
Telephone: 1-202-857-0717; fax: 1-202-833-4568; e-mail
lvb@aacc.org.

Studies of Diagnostic Accuracy. Follow accepted minimum
criteria for methodologic standards: (a) Specify spectrum of evaluated
patients (age and sex distributions, eligibility criteria, and summary of
symptoms or disease stage). (b) Analyze pertinent subgroups of
subjects (e.g., symptomatic and asymptomatic patients). (c) Avoid
verification bias (usually by application of “gold-standard” test to all
subjects rather than to a clinically selected subset). ( Categorize test
results and patients independently to avoid reviewer bias (usually by
performance of tests with blinding to patient information and vice
versa). (e) Provide confidence intervals (or SE) for indices of diagnos-
tic accuracy such as sensitivity/specificity, likelihood ratios, and areas
under receiver-operator characteristic (ROC) curves. For n > 30
subjects, a 95% CI for observed sensitivity or specificity (p) can be

estimated readily as p ± 1.96 (SE), where SE = ( 1-p)/n. (f)
Indicate the number of indeterminate test results and their use (if any)
in further data analysis. (g) Provide laboratory data on analytical
precision of the test (usually day-to-day CV at 2 or more concentra-
tions) or reproducibility of observer interpretation [e.g., for a dichot-
omous (e.g., positive/negative) testl.

The complete Information for Contributors is published in the
January issue.
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